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The City of Soldotna has established a scholarship fund through the vision and generosity of life-long resident Mae Ciechanski  of  the  Soldotna  area. Mae’s  vision  included  providing  scholarship opp ortunities for voc ational and a c a demic students for youth and ad ults.

12 scholarships for a total of $7,000 may be awa rded as follows:
· Student Voc ational Scholarships:	1 - $1,000; 4 - $500
· Student Ac a demic Scholarships:	1 - $1,000; 4 - $500
· Adult Scholarships:	2 - $500

The awards are open to high school seniors, university students and a dults mee ting the criteria outlined below. The purpose of the awa rds is to sup port tuition, fees, room & board, and books. Awards must only c over c osts not c overed by other grants or scholarships. Ap plic ations are availab le online at www . c i.s ol d o t n a . a k.us / S c h ol a rshi p .ht ml, Soldotna City Hall, Soldotna High School, River City Ac ad emy and Co ok Inlet Ac ad emy guidance c ounselor’s offic es and the KPC Financial Aid Offic e.

Ap plic ations must be turned into Soldotna City Hall by 4:00 PM on Frida y, March 27, 2015. The Scholarship Comm ittee will sc ore ap plic ations and awards will be announc ed at the events listed at the end of this document.

The City will send awarded funds directly to the student’s school of choic e upon receipt of proof  of a c c eptanc e.   In the event there  are not an ad equate amount of  ap plic ants in  a  c ategory,   the c omm ittee may choose to award the remaining scholarship funds to unfunded ap plic ants in another c ategory.

Eligibility Criteria for Soldotna scholarship a w ards
1. Student ap plic ants must either be seniors in a Central Kenai Peninsula-area high school, be a returning under-graduate c ollege student that attended a Central Kenai Peninsula-area high school or a resident of the Central Kenai Peninsula that is 22 years of age or younger.
2. Adult a pplic ants must be at least 23 years of ag e, be residents of the Central Kenai Peninsula area, or recent grad uates of a Central Kenai Peninsula-area school.
3. App lic ants must be pursuing a post-sec ond ary educ ation at an a c credited c ollege, university or ap propriate voc ational/ technic al school of choic e beginning no later than the fall semester of the current year.
4. Scholarship amount will not exceed the c ost of registration, books and associated c osts within the school year and must be fully spent prior to August 31 of the following year. Students must provide the City with proof of enrollment c osts upon request.
5. App lic ants must have earned a minimum cumulative grad e point average of 2.0.
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Schedule of Events
Feb. 9, 2015:	Pa cket distribution to schools, Clarion ad pla c ed Feb. 12, 2015:	Clarion a d begins
Mar. 27, 2015:	Ap plic ation dea dline
Mar. 30, 2015:	App lic ations & Judge Forms distributed to Comm ittee Apr. 13, 2015:	Co mmittee mee ting to determine aw ards
May 5, 2015:	Presentation of aw ards at CIA – 7:00 pm May 18, 2015:	Presentation of aw ards at RCA – 6:00 pm May 19, 2015:	Presentation of aw ards at SoHi – 7:00 pm
May 27, 2015:	Presentation of aw ards at Soldotna Council mee ting After July 1:	Funds distributed to the various institutions
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Student Information:

Name:  				 Last	First	MI

We understand that students may be residing outside of Alaska while attending college. Please provide the mailing address where you are currently receiving mail, whether in state or out of state. For your residential address, please provide the address where you lived while attending high school.

Mailing Address:   			  City	State	Zip 	 
AK Residential Address:   			  City	State    AK	Zip 	 
Phone:	Email:  	

Application Information:
· Academic Scholarship (2.5 or higher GPA & 2-yr or more degree program)
· Vocational Scholarship (2.0 or higher GPA & 2-yr or less trade specific training/certification program)

I am:
· Graduating high school this year.
High School:	GPA: 	  List your top three college choices in order of preference:
1.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
2.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
3.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
· Attending college.
College:	GPA: 	

Have you previously received a Soldotna scholarship?   Yes/No   When?   	
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Family/Financial Information:

Applicant resides with (circle one):	Mother	Father	Both	Neither

1. Name:	Relationship:   	

Residential Address:   			  City	State    AK	Zip 	 
2. Name:		Relationship:		 Residential Address:   				  City		State    AK	Zip 	 
Annual Household Gross Income:	Number in Household:  	

List any other secured sources of funds (including parental support, scholarships, student loans, savings):



























I attest that I am an Alaskan resident and the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge.




	
Signature	Date

Application Attachments & Checklist
· Completed application
· High school, GED or college transcripts
· Please provide the following information on attached sheet(s) of paper:
1. Describe the major area of study, program or degree you plan to pursue and why that field was chosen:
2. Identify any community service, extra-curricular activities (athletics, student government etc.), awards/honors received and dates:
3. Describe work experience (include Employer, dates worked and responsibilities):
4. Additional information, unique or notable circumstances, if any, which you believe should be considered by the Selection Committee:
· Original essay, not to exceed one page on one of the following topics:
1. Describe an accomplishment that was difficult for you or required you to overcome a challenge.
2. Pick an experience from your own life and explain how it has influenced who you are today.

· Two letters of recommendation (guidelines below):
1. Please provide the student with a one page letter.
2. Include the name, address, e-mail and contact of person writing letter.
3. Include length of time you have known the student and in what context.
4. Please comment on your personal knowledge of the student’s achievements, character and potential, and why you believe the student should be selected.
5. It is preferred that letters be typed, however, letters must be clearly legible regardless of medium.
6. Letters must be included and submitted with the student’s application packet.
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Applicant Information:

Name:  				 Last	First	MI

We understand that applicants may be residing outside of Alaska while attending college. Please provide the mailing address where you are currently receiving mail, whether in state or out of state. For your residential address, please provide your last Alaska residential address.

Mailing Address:   			  City	State	Zip 	 
AK Residential Address:   			  City	State    AK	Zip 	 
Phone:	Email:  	

I am:
· Over 23 years old and am returning to school after having been out for a year or more.
Last School Attended: 				  Did you graduate?     Yes/No    Year:		Obtain GED?    Yes/No	Year:  	  Will be attending (circle one)    full time/part time
List your top three college choices in order of preference:

1.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
2.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
3.		 		  Accepted? Yes/No	Notification expected:   	 
· Over 23 years old and attending college.
College:	GPA: 	

Have you previously received a Soldotna scholarship? Yes/No When?   	  Am attending (circle one)	full time/part time
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Family/Financial Information:

Annual Household Gross Income:	Number in Household:  	

List any other secured sources of funds (including scholarships, student loans, savings):



























I attest that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge.




	
Signature	Date

Application Attachments & Checklist
· Completed application
· High school, GED or college transcripts
· Please provide the following information on attached sheet(s) of paper:
1. Describe the major area of study, program or degree you plan to pursue and why that field was chosen, include whether you are changing career fields or furthering education in your existing career:
2. Identify any community service, volunteer, memberships, awards/honors received and dates:
3. Describe work experience (include Employer, dates worked and responsibilities):
4. Additional information, unique or notable circumstances, if any, which you believe should be considered by the Selection Committee:
· Original essay, not to exceed one page on one of the following topics:
1. Describe how further education in your chosen field of study will benefit you, your family and/or your community.
2. Pick an experience from your own life and explain how it has influenced who you are today.

· Two letters of recommendation (guidelines below):
1. Please provide the applicant with a one page letter.
2. Include the name, address, e-mail and contact of person writing letter.
3. Include length of time you have known the applicant and in what context.
4. Please comment on your personal knowledge of the applicant’s achievements, character and potential, and why you believe the applicant should be selected.
5. It is preferred that letters be typed, however, letters must be clearly legible regardless of medium.
6. Letters must be included and submitted with the application packet.
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